Office of the New York State Letitia James
Attorney General Attorney General

January 16, 2025
Dear Members of the U.S. Senate:

As members of law enforcement, faith leaders, and elected officials, we write to express our
profound and urgent concerns with a bill currently before the Senate, S.5 or the Laken Riley Act, and
urge you to vote “no.” This legislation goes against our fundamental values and will undermine
rather than promote public safety.

S.5 requires the detention, without a bond hearing, of any undocumented person arrested for or
charged with “any burglary, theft, larceny, or shoplifting offense” - a conviction is not required. This
detention mandate would even ensnare long-time residents, minors, and many who are lawfully
present including DREAMers.

It offends basic due process and fair treatment to impose prolonged civil detention on the basis of
accusations alone. The very lynchpin of our criminal justice system is innocence until proven guilty,
and this law would prevent the proper administration of justice by sweeping people into immigration
detention before their cases can be tried and heard.

We are especially concerned about how this law could be weaponized by domestic abusers. In
domestic violence situations, it is common for the perpetrator to make false accusations of property
theft against their victim, resulting in an arrest of both people after an abusive incident. Even if
charges against the victim are not pursued, ICE would be required to jail the victim if they lacked
immigration status. The threat of ICE detention would become another tool of control in domestic
violence situations and will certainly deter victims from coming forward.

Taken together, the impact of the law will be to undermine trust in law enforcement and hinder the
pursuit of justice in the criminal system.

And the law is unnecessary. Federal law already grants the authority to Immigration and Customs
Enforcement to detain noncitizens facing removal proceedings who have convictions for certain
crimes or are believed to pose a public safety risk. Indeed, ICE itself has indicated that the mandate
to detain all the people swept up by this legislation would overwhelm their capacity and require the
release of others in its custody that they previously found warranted detention.

The law would also grant extensive powers to state attorneys general to enforce the detention
requirements and interfere in many other aspects of immigration law. This will give rise to a cascade
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of contentious litigation that would clog federal courts and upend our existing immigration
processes.

It is unfortunate that a tragic and devastating incidence of violence against a young woman, Laken
Riley, has led to this harmful proposal. We urge Senators to vote “no” on S.5.

Sincerely,

O_delﬂ %ﬂnuo

Letitia James
New York State Attorney General

Phil Weiser
Colorado Attorney General

Anne E. Lopez
Hawai'i Attorney General

Kwame Raoul
[llinois Attorney General

Anthony G. Brown
Maryland Attorney General

Keith Ellison
Minnesota Attorney General

Dan Rayfield
Oregon Attorney General

Peter Neronha
Rhode Island Attorney General

Charity Clark
Vermont Attorney General

Yvette Clarke
U.S. Representative, 9th District of New York

Adriano Espaillat
U.S. Representative, 13t District of New York
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Eric Gonzalez
District Attorney, Kings County

Rodneyse Bichotte
New York Assemblymember, 42nd District

Karines Reyes
New York Assemblymember, 87t District

Michaelle C. Solages
New York Assemblymember, 22nd District

George Gresham
President, 1199SEIU United Healthcare Workers East

Manny Pastreich
President, 32BJ SEIU

Henry Garrido
President, District Council 37

Stuart Appelbaum
President, Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union (RWDSU)

Chairman Abdul Aziz Bhuiyan
Muslim Community of Nassau County

Bishop Cem Celestin
Premieree Eglise Apocalypse

Bishop Dr. Ismael Claudio
Pentecostal Church of Jesus Christ, Inc.

Bishop Elizabeth Claudio
Pentecostal Church of Jesus Christ, Inc.

Dr. Abdelhafid Djemil
Majlis Ash Shura, Islamic Leadership Council of New York

Sheikh Musa Drammeh
Chairman, Muslim Adivsory Council

Bishop Orlando Findlayter
Senior Pastor, New Hope Christian Fellowship
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Pastor Philip Falayi
Senior Pastor, Hosanna City of Refuge Church

Pastor Brady H. Funn llI
St. John AME Church in Harlem

Pastor Wenton Fyne
Beulah Church of the Nazarene

Rev. Charles O. Galbreath, Ph.D.
Senior Pastor, Alliance Tabernacle Church

Pastor Jerome Herold
Bethel Christian Church

Pastor Dorothe Jean
Haitian Clergy Association

Pastor Donald Jean
Haitian Clergy Association

Pastor Jamesy Lagout
Redeemer Baptist Church

Pastor Clarince Lapointe
Church of God

Rev. Adam Lebron
Reaching Out Ministries JC

Rev. Terry Lee
Community Concern Network

Rev. Ivette Luperena
Pentecostal Church of Jesus Christ, Inc.

Rev. Dr. Samuel Nicolas
Senior Pastor, Evangelical Crusade Christian Church

Rev. Vernon H. Peters
Allen Memorial A.M.E. Church

Pastor Yves Pierre
House of the Lord Church
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Bishop Raymond Rivera
Latino Pastoral Action Center/Sanctuary Church

Bishop Dr. Reverend Franklin Simpson
Hispanic Lutheran Church

Imam Sercan Sefa Toslu
Long Island Suleymaniye Mosque

Min. John Williams
New Creation Ministries Inc.
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